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In other words, what they are saying 

is it won’t affect the premiums because 
it is a drop in the bucket. We are talk-
ing about 60 or 70 million people, and 
we are talking about 13,000 to 40,000 
people coming into Part B and Part D. 
By the way, again, these people paid 
their HI taxes all throughout their ca-
reers. 

CBO then continued, relative to part 
D—this is the drug benefit: 

H.R. 3076 would require PSHB— 

That is the Postal Health Benefit 
Plan— 
to deliver prescription drug benefits using an 
Employer Group Waiver Plan under Medi-
care Part D. Part D premiums are based on 
the national average monthly bid amount, as 
calculated by the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services using information from 
applicable plan bids. Because Employer 
Group Waiver Plans are excluded from that 
calculation, CBO estimates that the legisla-
tion’s requirements would not affect Part D 
premiums. 

So let me, again, put it clearly. The 
bill does not impact the solvency of the 
hospital trust fund—the Part A trust 
fund—which is the trust fund we all 
talk about here—period. And the bill 
does not increase Medicare Part B and 
Part D premiums. 

By the way, because of this and be-
cause this saves the post office, this 
legislation passed the House with 
strong bipartisan support. Just a cou-
ple of weeks ago, it passed by a vote of 
342 to 92. Not much gets passed in the 
House with those kinds of big bipar-
tisan numbers these days, but saving 
the post office is pretty popular, par-
ticularly when it is done the way this 
is done. 

This was worked out between Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle and be-
tween both sides of the Capitol. We did 
it carefully. We did it in a way that, 
yes, will save the post office, along 
with the other reforms internally we 
talked about, but in a way that is actu-
ally a money-saver for the taxpayer. 

It is also pretty popular with con-
stituents. It is popular with postal 
workers because they want to have a 
post office that continues to survive. It 
is supported by the Citizens Against 
Government Waste, which wrote a let-
ter acknowledging the importance of 
this bill for ensuring the solvency of 
the post office. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent to have that letter printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

COUNCIL FOR CITIZENS 
AGAINST GOVERNMENT WASTE, 

February 7, 2022. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: You will soon be 
voting on H.R. 3076, the Postal Service Re-
form Act of 2021. On behalf of the more than 
one million members and supporters of the 
Council for Citizens Against Government 
Waste (CCAGW), I urge you to support this 
legislation. 

The United States Postal Service (USPS) 
has been the subject of a significant amount 

of justifiable criticism for many years. The 
agency has been on the Government Ac-
countability Office’s High-Risk List since 
2009 due to its unsustainable business model 
and financial condition. There have been 15 
consecutive years of net losses since 2007, to-
taling $91.2 billion. 

H.R. 3076 does not address all of the agen-
cy’s problems, including closing excess fa-
cilities, high labor costs, and greater work 
sharing. But Section 202 of the bill codifies 
an integrated delivery network of packages 
and mail together six days a week. This pro-
vision is supported by the USPS, the Postal 
Regulatory Commission (PRC), mailers, 
shippers, and pro-taxpayer organizations. 
Requiring the USPS to create separate deliv-
ery systems for packages and mail would in-
crease costs, slow down delivery, and raise 
prices for customers. 

According to the PRC, separate networks 
would cost more than $15 billion annually for 
a new fleet of vehicles and tens of thousands 
of new employees. That would make it high-
ly unlikely that the USPS would ever be 
profitable, and very likely that taxpayers 
would be paying for a significant bailout, 
along with a large annual subsidy. 

H.R. 3076 also prevents the USPS from get-
ting into financial services and other non- 
postal commercial businesses. There is 
ample evidence that such activities are 
doomed to fail. In the fall of 2021, USPS 
began providing Visa cards of up to $500 to 
customers who used business checks for the 
transactions. They sold six cards between 
September 13, 2021 and January 12, 2022, 
bringing in $37.50 in fees, which is equal to 
the pay for about two hours of work for one 
USPS clerk. As the USPS said in 2014 in re-
sponse to the suggestion by the USPS in-
spector general that the agency should pro-
vide financial services, its ‘‘core function is 
delivery, not banking.’’ 

The bill also increases financial trans-
parency and strengthens inspector general 
oversight. 

While H.R. 3076 does not solve all the 
issues currently facing the USPS, the legis-
lation sets the agency on the path to a more 
sustainable future. For these reasons, I urge 
you to support H.R. 3076. Any votes related 
to H.R. 3076 may be among those considered 
for CCAGW’s 2022 Congressional Ratings. 

Sincerely, 
TOM SCHATZ, 

President. 

Mr. PORTMAN. So I encourage my 
colleagues to join us in support of this 
legislation. Let’s put the Postal Serv-
ice in a position to succeed, and let’s 
provide those essential services to the 
small businesses, veterans, the elderly, 
rural constituents, who rely on it so 
much—the prescription drugs we 
talked about, the Social Security 
checks, the rent checks, the utility 
checks, and the ballots. 

I appreciate working with my col-
league Senator GARY PETERS on this, 
over time, to try to find a consensus, 
to try to find a way forward that was 
bipartisan, bicameral, where we could 
actually do something after years and 
years of talking about what bad shape 
the post office is in financially, to do 
something to right the ship, to ensure 
it will be there for the future. 

Let’s pass this bill, and let’s do en-
sure that the post office is healthy for 
all the folks we represent going for-
ward. 

I yield the floor. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
I move to proceed to legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
I move to proceed to executive session 
to consider Calendar No. 547. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Maria L. Pagan, of Puerto 
Rico, to be a Deputy United States 
Trade Representative (Geneva Office), 
with the rank of Ambassador. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
I send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 547, Maria 
L. Pagan, of Puerto Rico, to be a Deputy 
United States Trade Representative (Geneva 
Office), with the rank of Ambassador. 

Charles E. Schumer, Alex Padilla, Chris-
topher Murphy, Edward J. Markey, 
Gary C. Peters, Brian Schatz, Jack 
Reed, Tammy Duckworth, John W. 
Hickenlooper, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Tim Kaine, Richard Blumenthal, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Margaret Wood Has-
san, Patrick J. Leahy, Debbie Stabe-
now. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
I move to proceed to legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
I move to proceed to executive session 
to consider Calendar No. 719. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Ed Gonzalez, of Texas, to be 
an Assistant Secretary of Homeland 
Security. 
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CLOTURE MOTION 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
I send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 719, Ed 
Gonzalez, of Texas, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Homeland Security. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard 
Blumenthal, Richard J. Durbin, Angus 
S. King, Jr., Chris Van Hollen, Eliza-
beth Warren, Debbie Stabenow, Gary C. 
Peters, Tammy Baldwin, Maria Cant-
well, Mark R. Warner, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Tammy Duckworth, Tina 
Smith, Margaret Wood Hassan, Tim 
Kaine, Patty Murray. 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Finally, I ask 
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum calls for the cloture mo-
tions filed today, March 3, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CALLOWAY COUNTY 
BICENTENNIAL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in 
1822, pioneer settlers founded Calloway 
County in Kentucky’s Jackson Pur-
chase. Two hundred years later, in No-
vember, the residents of this commu-
nity are celebrating their bicentennial 
and paying tribute to the adventurous 
forefathers who made it possible. 
Today, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Calloway County for reach-
ing this impressive milestone. 

Like the rest of the Jackson Pur-
chase, Calloway County was bought by 
the Federal Government from the 
Chickasaw Indians in 1818. This fertile 
land, bordered by the Tennessee, Ohio, 
and Mississippi Rivers, was prime terri-
tory for American farmers seeking to 
move westward from the young Na-
tion’s eastern core. Those early set-
tlers poured into Calloway County, on 
the Purchase’s eastern edge, and incor-
porated the county in 1822, with the 
early settlement of Wadesboro serving 
as their county seat. 

Calloway County developed like 
much of the rest of the Purchase, with 
large farms bolstered by easy access to 
Kentucky’s inland waterways and the 
urban markets that lay beyond. 

Calloway’s early residents built a one- 
room, log courthouse in 1823—the first 
public building constructed in the 
Jackson Purchase—and founded several 
towns, including Murray, the current 
county seat. Calloway quickly grew 
into a prosperous community with 
thousands of residents. 

By the end of the 19th century, 
Calloway County formed an integral 
part of Western Kentucky’s commerce, 
culture, and governance. In recognition 
of the county’s significance, Calloway 
native Rainey T. Wells started the 
Calloway Normal College in the 1890s 
to train teachers. Though that school 
closed in 1913, Wells secured State 
funds to construct Murray State Nor-
mal School in 1923, now known as Mur-
ray State University. Wells became 
Murray State’s second president in 1926 
and would go on to practice law in 
front of the Supreme Court in 1937, be-
fore returning to his Calloway County 
home until his death. 

Another important moment in 
Calloway’s history came when the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority dammed the 
Tennessee River and created Kentucky 
Lake, a vast reservoir on the county’s 
eastern edge. In addition to supplying 
hydroelectric power to Calloway Coun-
ty residents, the lake created new rec-
reational attractions for the local com-
munity. Today, Kentucky Lake—and 
the Land Between the Lakes National 
Recreation Area that governs its 
neighboring forest areas—is one of the 
largest natural attractions in the Com-
monwealth, bringing millions of tour-
ists to the region every year. 

Today, Calloway County is a unique 
Kentucky community, navigating new 
pathways in education and recreation 
while still remaining firmly rooted in 
its agricultural and historical tradi-
tions. Murray is a burgeoning town 
with nearly 20,000 residents, serving as 
both a host to thousands of Murray 
State University students and a gate-
way to the Land Between the Lakes 
National Recreation Area. The coun-
ty’s attractions include museums, 
parks, Civil War forts, and miles of 
beautiful rolling hills. It is no surprise 
that, every year, more and more fami-
lies decide to call Calloway County 
home. 

Calloway County residents will have 
much to celebrate in their upcoming 
bicentennial. They and their pioneer 
ancestors have built a thriving commu-
nity, complete with everything pro-
spective newcomers could desire in a 
new home. Their upcoming celebration 
will include local civic groups, non-
profits, churches, sports teams, and 
businesses—a colorful tapestry of every 
organization that makes Calloway 
County great. 

I want to give special thanks to the 
Calloway County civic leaders who are 
working so hard to make this year’s bi-
centennial celebration possible. 
Through their hard work, their com-
munity continues to prosper, even 200 
years after its founding. On behalf of 
the Senate, I share our congratulations 

with every Calloway Countian and join 
them in honoring 200 years of proud 
Kentucky traditions. 

f 

NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER S. 
RES. 27 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to print the fol-
lowing letter in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON COM-
MERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPOR-
TATION, 

Washington, DC, March 3, 2022. 
To the Secretary of the Senate: 

PN1536, the nomination of Ms. Gigi Sohn, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a Commis-
sioner of the Federal Communications Com-
mission, having been referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, the Committee, with a quorum 
present, has voted on the nomination as fol-
lows: 

1) On the question of reporting the nomina-
tion favorably with the recommendation 
that the nomination be confirmed, 14 ayes to 
14 noes; and 

In accordance with section 3, paragraph 
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I 
hereby give notice that the Committee on 
Commerce has not reported the nomination 
because of a tie vote, and ask that this no-
tice be printed in the Record pursuant to the 
resolution. 

Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 
Sincerely, 

MARIA CANTWELL, 
Chair. 

f 

NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER S. 
RES. 27 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to print the fol-
lowing letter in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, COMMITIEE ON COM-
MERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPOR-
TATION, 

Washington, DC, March 3, 2022. 
To the Secretary of the Senate: 

PN1541, the nomination of Mr. Alvaro 
Bedoya, of Maryland, to be a Commissioner 
of the Federal Trade Commission, having 
been referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation, the 
Committee, with a quorum present, has 
voted on the nomination as follows: 

1) On the question of reporting the nomina-
tion favorably with the recommendation 
that the nomination be confirmed, 14 ayes to 
14 noes; and 

In accordance with section 3, paragraph 
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I 
hereby give notice that the Committee on 
Commerce has not reported the nomination 
because of a tie vote, and ask that this no-
tice be printed in the Record pursuant to the 
resolution. 

Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 
Sincerely, 

MARIA CANTWELL, 
Chair. 
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